Nesaquake Middle School PTA Meeting

October 15, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 7:40. 

In attendance were Jill Shevlin, Debbie Coppola, Denise Dodd, Kate Tokarski and Dawn Wechsler. 

Denise Dodd, 2nd vice president of fundraising spoke about the Yankee Candle fundraiser. She said that it was doing well, not as good as last spring's candle fundraiser though. Also she said that smencils are being sold on popcorn Fridays. Finally, she is looking into putting together of cookbook of Nesaquke's family's recipes. 

Kate Tokarski gave the Council Delegates report. Reflections deadline is October 27th. If you haven't done so already please go on the parent portal and update your child's information. She also said that connect-ed will be doing a trial run before the bad weather comes. Look out for that! All Middle School lockers should be installed by November 21st. Homecoming will be held on October 18th this year.  There is many different events scheduled on this day, therefore there has been some conflicts with the parade. 

Debbie Coppola gave the Treasurer’s report. There is an opening balance of $26, 230.00 for the month of October. She said that Spirit wear made $3,900, membership made a $1,000 and popcorn Friday’s made $287.00. 

Mr. Simmons gave the Principal's report. He started off by informing the parents that he has asked the teachers to scale back a bit on what they ask parents money for. Also Nesaquake will be participating in the Homecoming Parade, with the marching band, kick line and cheerleaders. The 8th graders will all be attending the Bodies Exhibit on October 24th, and the 6th graders will be having a Halloween dance on the 31st, right after school. November 6th is picture re-take and November 21st is the school play, "Nightmare in High School". The first newsletter of the school year should be out by the week of October 20th, there will 4 installments of the newsletter this year. Finally, Mr. Simmons welcomed Mr. McNeil, who spoke a bit about red ribbon week, which is the week of October 20th. He said that the students who pledge to be drug free will receive a prize of some sort from the school.  

Mr. Cipkin is this year's teacher's liaison. He stated that he is working on  100% teacher membership for the PTA.  

Jill Shevlin gave the President’s Report. She started off by telling everyone that Mr. Ehmans wants parents K-12 to give specific feedback on expenses they incur this year from school, and turn them into Jill by April. She also stated the there will be another Parent University on October 27th at 7:30 pm. It is being held at High School West, and there will be a keynote speaker, “From play date to prom date, keeping our children safe in suburbia. Other workshops will be available to attend as well. There will also be another Parents University in the spring. This fall, there will also be a workshop about the 4% tax cap and how it will effect the school district, look for more information soon!  Jill told everyone that the PTA board will be in need of some new board members for the next school year.  Definitely looking for a New President for next year, but many of the current board members wish to stay on the board. 

Sandy Macari stated that there are 234 members of the PTA thus far this year. 

Lisa Sullivan will be chairing the blood drive this year and a new date for the blood drive will be announced soon.  

Popcorn Friday’s seem to be going well. 

Yearbooks are on sale now and if you order them before January the price is $25 after that the price goes up to $30. 

Denise Dodd spoke about Beautification. They purchased a new planter for the staircase by the parking lot and some dwarf Alberta Spruce to go into it and the other existing planters. They also purchased some mums. There will be new “Nesaquake” sign on the brick wall as well. 

The next PTA meeting will be held on November 5th at 11am, the in Room 213

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30
