NESAQUAKE MIDDLE SCHOOL – PTA MEETING – APRIL 13, 2011

Meeting called to order at 10:05AM
Motion to wave reading of the minutes: by Vanessa Starr, 2nd by Chris LaManna

PRINCIPALS REPORT
The budget for the upcoming school year was approved by the Board of Ed.  $212 million dollars.  4.9% tax increase.  Contingent budget would be a 5. 2% increase.  The budget includes changes to the 6th and 7th grade PE schedule.  They will go to alternating days of PE instead of everyday.  This is in line with state guidelines.  The district currently exceeds these guidelines.  It will also change the music lessons to a 10 day rotation instead of a 7 day rotation.  20 teacher jobs will be cut.  

The school is working on the end of the year calendar.  Dr. Simmons will be the middle school representative to the Citizens Advisory Committee on Housing and Curriculum.   Karen Levi will be the NMS PTA representative to this committee.


ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS REPORT
4th quarter report cards are going out shortly. Mr. McNeil reported that the state assessments will begin in May.  May 5 & 6 for 6th grade ELA.  May 3 & 4 for 7th and 8th grade ELA.  May 13 – 16 for 6th grade Math and May 11 – 12 for 7th & 8th grade math  

TEACHER LIASON ROPORT
Requested a list of the names of the teachers who joined the PTA so that they don’t join twice and that she can get the ones who have not joined to do so. 


PRESIDENTS REPORT
Thank you to all the volunteers who sold tickets at the Student/Teacher Basketball game.  The event was a great success. 

HS Fashion show sent a thank you for our donation.  
PTA took an ad in the Gala Concert journal.  They sent a thank you.

TREASURER’S REPORT
The bank balance was $18,870.89.
It looks like we have made less money this year and had slightly more expenses.  We will have the required amount in reserve for next year. 

PTA COUNCIL
STA President spoke at the council meeting and apologized for the disruption to last month’s board of ed meeting.  

Due to the cuts in the budget, all the JV2 teams at the HS level are being eliminated.  If certain electives do not have at least 18 students enrolled by a certain date, the class will be cut. 

$300,000 in reduction to the facilities, security, monitors, etc staffing. 

The transportation referendum will be on the ballot in the May vote.  All 3 sections will be combined as one referendum on the ballot.  They are as follows:
	1) ½ mile for grade school students
	2) 1 ½ miles for MS and HS students
	3) 15 miles for private and parochial school students

$3million dollars may be due back to the state due to a late filing of application for building aid.  Senator Flanagan is working on this matter on behalf of the district. 

Dr. Ain will be retiring. 

The cost of the school lunches will be increasing next year.  They say it is for getting fresher foods.  Price is in discussion. 

SEPTA is selling raffle tickets.  They will be sponsoring the HIP PICKLES on May 17th at NMS.  Free. 

Students from NMS were recognized with State awards for Reflections.

PTA council needs board members. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOX TOPS – ongoing 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY – no report
VP FUNDRAISING -   suggested we use the internet for more fundraising.  Private salespeople are offering to donate a percentage of sales thru their websites to the PTA.  More info to follow. 


CULTURAL ARTS – Holocaust program worked well but is repetitive of the survivor that comes in to speak in person.   

MOVING UP DANCE- The DJ is hires.  The committee is working on picking a theme.  Dr. Simmons wants everyone to remember that this is not a Prom, but a middle school social.  Please do not go overboard with arrangements for that evening. 

POP CORN FRIDAYS – next popcorn Friday will be on 4/29.   We have raised around $1000 so far this year. 

SPIRITWARE – The HS will be selling it’s spiritware at this event.  

STAFF APPRECIATION DAY – May 3, 2011.
 
SCHOOL PHOTOS – the 8th grade group photo was being retaken.  Hopefully the weather holds out and it will be taken on the roof as it always is. 
 
YEARBOOK – needs lots of help from parents in all grades. 

MEETING ADJOURNED. 
SUBMITTED BY SHERYL WIENER


