NESAQUAKE MIDDLE SCHOOL – PTA MEETING – SEPTEMBER 15, 2010

Meeting called to order at 7:45pm
Motion to wave reading of the minutes: by Bonnie Keaten, 2nd by Debbie Coppola
Introduction of board members. 

PRINCIPALS REPORT

Dr. Simmons reported that the school year was off to a good start.  He welcomed the parents of new 6th grade students.  He also spoke at length about the team teaching approach and the partnership between school and home.  

New York State has changed the benchmark for the state assessments.  As part of the Race to the Top program the benchmark is now 675 to qualify for AIS services.  Because of that, there will be more children qualifying for AIS services this year. 

The district is starting to use a new Grammar program.  It is a district wide program. 

Clubs will be starting up very soon.  All stipends were lowered so that the school can keep all clubs.  As soon as it is approved by the board of education notices will be sent out about the clubs that will be offered. 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS REPORT

Mr. McNeil reported that Eagle Scout, and former Nesaquake student, Jason Truter has been working to help spruce up the exterior of the school building.   He also reported that he has meet with all the kids at lunch to talk about school conduct.  There will be team assemblies on bullying.  Evacuation drills will be held while the weather remains warm.  

TEACHER LIASON ROPORT

Mrs. Wild is the night meeting teacher liaison.  She reported that Energy Gym will be sponsoring a 5K walk/run on October 23rd.  Flyers were available at the meeting. 

PRESIDENTS REPORT

Committee volunteer sheets where available for people to sign up. 
Co -Chairs are still needed for the following committees:
· Legislative Rep
· Board of Education
· Health and Wellness
· Hospitality
· Membership
· Spirit Wear
· Yearbook needs 2 or 3 more people to help out.  The Yearbook at Nesaquake is an all grades yearbook, so parents from each grade level are encouraged to get involved. 
· The PTA also needs someone to volunteer that take care of the announcement board in the Lobby.  

The New York State PTA has a slate of resolutions that will be voted on at the state conferences.  These resolutions were presented at our meeting and were voted on.  

High School Homecoming Game will be on September 25th.  The parade will be on October 2nd at 11am.

Our next PTA meeting will be on October 13th at 10am. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

PROGRAMING – planning sports night in the spring. 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY – we have a note of thanks from the staff for Staff Appreciation Day.
VP FUNDRAISING -   Yankee Candle sales packets will be going home with the students soon.  
TREASURER – Balance sheet, audit report and budget were presented and approved.  A copy of the audit was available for inspection.  
BOARD OF ED – no report
BEAUTIFICATION – any and all help is welcome and needed.  The custodians have said they will help water plants outside the building. 
BOX TOPS – contests will be run again this year.  Last year we made $706.
CULTURAL ARTS – programs are being finalized and more details will be announced at the next PTA meeting. 
HOSPITALITY – people are needed to bake for both Meet the Teacher nights. 
MEMBERSHIP – need people to help out at Meet the Teacher nights.  
MOVING UP DANCE/STAFF APPRECIATION –help will be needed for both events
POP CORN FRIDAYS – first one will be on September 24th. 
REFLECTIONS – flyers will go home about the program.  This year’s theme is “Together We Can”.
SPIRITWARE – will be sold at both Meet the Teacher Nights. 
SCHOOL PHOTOS – Photo ID’s went well.  Only 11 children did not get photos.  September 30th and October 1st will be school photo days.  The children will have their photos taken in gym class. 
SEPTA – There will be a lot of speakers at the SEPTA meetings this year.  Notes to School pads are available for sale.  Reading 180 program that was piloted last year is now being used district wide. 
YEARBOOK – needs lots of help from parents in all grades. 

MEETING ADJOURNED. 
SUBMITTED BY SHERYL WIENER


