NESAQUAKE MIDDLE SCHOOL – PTA MEETING – OCTOBER 13, 2010

Meeting called to order at 10:05AM
Motion to wave reading of the minutes: by Vanessa Starr, 2nd by 

PRINCIPALS REPORT
Dr. Simmons reported that the 8th grade was on a field trip to the Bronx Zoo.  The 6th grade social will be on 10/29 after school.  Costumes are allowed, but no props or masks.  

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS REPORT
Mr. McNeil reported that all grades had team assemblies on the school code of conduct and anti-bullying.  Bystander roles were discussed as well as internet safety and cyber bullying.  7th and 8th grades were shown news clips of recent coverage of incidents of bullying that has gone on in schools across the country.
  
Two former NFL players will be coming to talk to students on 10/14 to talk to the students on self esteem and bullying.  

BOCES gave workshops on sexual harassment.

Red Ribbon week will be 10/25 – 10/29.  Most of the events will take place from Monday thru Thursday.  Teachers will be doing things with their classes.  There will also be a Health and Wellness survey.  Details on how and when the children will take it are being worked out. 

State test scores are out and they are still working out what students will get services.  All students that fell below the cut off score will receive services until they demonstrate that they don’t need them or a teacher recommendation.  Because of the new scoring cut off, the number of students that qualify for AIS services is up 250%.  AIS letters will be going out this week. 

ELA’s will be given in early May this year and there will be a new format to the testing.  The administration is still waiting to hear specifics from the state.


TEACHER LIASON ROPORT
Christine O’Malley will be the teacher liaison for the daytime meetings.
A representative from Java Joes coffee was present with coffee samples.  The PTA is considering this as an alternative fundraiser to other more “calorie heavy” fundraisers.  He told us that all coffee bags would come with custom labels for our organization and there is an incentive program for the kids.  


PRESIDENTS REPORT
The New York State PTA has awarded our school with a membership growth award (this means we increased our membership by 5%) and we also got an early bird award for getting out dues in early.  Membership and reimbursement forms are available on the PTA website.

Smithtown Children’s foundation is looking for a representative from Nesaquake to work with their organization and keep the Nesaquake community posted on the events they are running.  Talk to Vanessa Starr if you are interested.

Parent University is being held on 10/5 at High School West. The topics this year are Drugs, Bullying and Health and Wellness

College Scholarship Fund is having a Volleyball fundraiser on 11/12.  Check the website for more info. 

Fall PTA conference will be held on 10/21 in Wading River.  Anyone interested in attending any of the workshops should contact Vanessa Starr.

There will be a presentation on “making the media work for you” at Nesaquake on 10/20 from 7 – 8 pm. 


TREASURER’S REPORT
The bank balance was $17,291.26.
Tax form 990 was done and submitted.  A copy will be available for viewing at the next meeting. 

PTA COUNCIL
The council website is up and running.  
The turf field is installed at High School East.  They are hoping that the varsity team will be able to play the last game of the season there. 
Rumors that the two High Schools will be combined again soon are NOT TRUE!!!
COMMITTEE REPORTS

PROGRAMING – planning sports night in the spring. 
BOX TOPS – planning on having a contest that will run from Thanksgiving to February, so start saving your box tops. 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY – no report
VP FUNDRAISING -   Yankee Candle will end on 10/18
BOARD OF ED – no report
BEAUTIFICATION – any and all help is welcome and needed.  
CULTURAL ARTS - on 10/14 during periods 1, 3, and 9 former Giant, Keith David, and another former NFL player will be giving a lecture on being a winner.  Next week Theatre Three will be presenting CLASS DISMISSED, a theatrical performance on Bullying. 
HOSPITALITY – thank you for all the great snacks on meet the teacher night. 
MEMBERSHIP – please join the PTA.  
MOVING UP DANCE/STAFF APPRECIATION –help will be needed for both events
POP CORN FRIDAYS – next popcorn Friday will be on 10/29. 
REFLECTIONS – all submissions are due by 10/22
SPIRITWARE – sales are going well. 
SCHOOL PHOTOS – all photo days went well. 
SEPTA – there was a speaker at the 10/4 meeting on transitions from High School to college.  There will be a presentation at Nesaquake on by Gawooin Balloons.  It is open to all grade school students.  Middle School students in Special Education are the only middle school students who may attend.  Best Buddies will be starting at Nesaquake for more info go to the SEPTA website. 
YEARBOOK – needs lots of help from parents in all grades. 
WEBSITE – the PTA website will have contact information for PTA board and committee chairs.  The schedule of cultural arts assemblies will also be posted on the website. 

MEETING ADJOURNED. 
SUBMITTED BY SHERYL WIENER


